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REVIEW 


OF THE 


STATE 


OF THE 


ENGLISH NATION 


tive Right, which cannot be given 

- not by themſelves, 
ſhall purſue it in this, 
anſwer theS 
of a Ki 
Confti which Diſpute at this Time 
may be as io England, as in Scor- 
land. 

1 would be rightly underſtood, and my 
Delice to be ſo, and Caution agaioſt the 
contrary, may lead me to Repeticions, 
which | hope, the Reader will excuſe, I ; 
ſay, ALTER the Conſtitution, 1 don't ſay Sale, Gift, or any Articles or 
SUBVERT cr OVERTHROW it, and 1 Sale ofthe Gitt or Rate Ma Con- 
hope, the following Diſcourſe will make the ſequence in the Nature of the thing, 
DitinQion plain, I have already yo to Porchaſer cannot quie it, nor 
the Right of the Freeholders to be repre- uitbh- hold it 
lented, which 1 ſay is an Original, a na- 
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But the Rights of the Towns and Corpo- 
rations are of another Nature; a conceded 
Right granted to them, either by the 
Cuftom of the Nation pet mitt ing che Mo- 
narch, or by Gift of the Freeholders, which 
Giſt may he reſum'd by the ſame Parlia- 
mentary Authority. 

And there are Iaſtances of this in Memo- 
ry, when the Parliament of England have 
ſuſpended a Town from ſending Repreſeri- 
tatives for a whole Seſſion, as the Town of 
Maidſtone, Anno 1704, the Town BE cs 
the ſame Year; and a Debate long in the 
Houſe, and I think, a Bill brought into the 
Houſe once, about the Yehr 1697, to de- 
prive the Butrough of 'Srggtbridge of thels 
Claim of beigg repreſentM in Parliament. 

As then tft Parliament have Power to 
take away the Right of Towns, they have 
a Right alſo to preſcribe the Number of 
Perſons, by whom the Freeholders are to 
be repreſented ; and if this be not ſo, I de- 
fire to know, how the Number came to be 
ſettled ? 

But to go further, I would ask, if the 
Parliament have not Power to divide one 
County into two or more, when too large, 
or joa them when too ſmall ? If this be 
doubted, I could give ſeveral Inftances of 


it in England, as of Richmondſbire, which is 
now join'd to rorkſhire, and only repreſent- 
ed by the two rorkſbire Members. 


If any Man ſhall doubt, whether the 
Freeholders are fairly repreſented, when 
their Number is reduc'd, I ſhall anſwer ; 
"Ti; not tbe Fewneſs of Perſons choſen, 
which denominate a Repreſentative, but 
the Freedom of Choice: If every Free- 
holder has his Voice in the Election, he is 


as duely repreſented in two, as two hundred; 


and rorkſbire which is twenty times as large 
as Rutlandſpire, chooſes but two Knights of 
the Shire, ard is as compleatly repreſented 
az the other. 

Thus 'tis plain, the Parlament muft be 
altow'd to judge of the Circumſtances of that 
Right, which they cannot diſſolve. 

Aud this brings me to that great Que 
Mon, on which this whole Affair tutas; 
and for Want of examining u hich rightly, 
much of this Clamour in Scotland is unhap- 
pily rais'd, R. Whether the Union is a 


„ ſelves a diſtin Nation, 


limiting the Circumftances of Native Right, 
or a compleat Diſſolution, Overturning and 
Reſigning the Native Right it (elf. 

Mr. As affirms in a Multitude of Pla- 
ces, and with mutual Aſſurance, that for 
Scotland to incorporate with Englend, is a 
compleat reſigning up her National Free- 
dem, Page 63.58. 16, and in divers other 
Places; and to H uſtratꝭ it, when he would 
fain bring it to interfere with the National 
Covenant of S o], be brings them this 
admirable Simily, ſuitable to his uſual Way 
of —— 

He al That taking a Natio 
* Oath obliges the Scors to keep — 

| dil and after quib- 
+ bling with the Word Nziond, he puts a 
* Caſe ; whether a Man bound by Oath to 
* the well managing his Affairs, or about 
« ſomething relating to the Management 
of his own Affair, can without falſifying 
« his Oath, quit the Minagement of his 
% own Affairs, and commit them wholly to 
« the Diſpoſal of another ? 

Now I' appeal to all the World, whe. 
ther he had not more exactly ſuited the 
Purpoſe, if he had thought fit to have ſtated 
it thus z whether a Man bound by Oath 
to the deſt Managemeat of Affairs, may 
not without falhfying that Oath joyn with 
another for his Help and Aſfiſtance, in or- 
der to the better Management of thoſe 
* 7 

o ſay it is reſigning his Iatereſt to the 
abſolute Diſpoſal of the other, — 
— a by a Majority, is firſt, falſe in Fact, 
econdly, lame in Argument—= 'Tis 
falſe in Fact, in the Caſe before us; for 
&here there is a Treaty and ſtipulated 
Conditions, there can be no abſolute Diſ- 
poſal; tis a Contradiction, and nothing 
can bring t hat Article to bear, but ſaying, 
The Major Part may tyramize ? Tis there · 
fore lame in Argument; for it we are argu- 
ing the legal Foundation, tis no Argument 
at all to ſay ; that Foundation may be ille- 

ally broken, but it cannot be legally bro- 
en. The Parliament of Brin is to be 
ſaid not to be able to do, what they cannot 
legally do If Mr. #——s reſolves to 
have it ſo, that they ſhall be all Thieves, 
Robbers, agd meer Moſs-Troopers, i can- 


ne 


wot be 33 he ſhall have it fo if be wil), 
2ad then indeed they ate not fit to be uni- 
ted with at all, and his Federal Union will 
be as lame as t'other; But I appeal to all 
judicious Mer, whether ia. Point of Argu- 
ment tis Kot to be allaw'd to ſay, they can- 


aot do, what they cannot legally do, what 


they carnot do without Invaſion, Oppreſ- 
fion and Tyranny ? \ ; 


Thus Men go in Partnerſhip ia Trade, 
they drrw up Articles, incorporate their 


Stock, and proceed to Bufin 

'Tis condition'd between them, that Ma- 
jority of their Voices ſhafl in all things de- 
cide any Diſpute, and govern in the diſ- 
poſing their Stock, and carrying on their 
Trade. 

Now does this give any two Partners a 
Power te vote, that the third ſhall leave 
bis Stock to them, and have no Share of the 


— 


% 


Trade? This would be Robbery and Ciiett,- 
and the Man would plead dir Articles.” 
The Meaning of the Partnerſhip Is over- 
thrown, which was for mutual Profit, not 
to cheat one another, the Articles are 
broke, and the Man has 2 Right co ſer up 
by himfelf, as he was before. 

All the Error therefore of theſe People 
ariſes from this Notion, that the Original 
Right of the Freeholders to be reprefated 
is given up, which is manifeſtiy falſe, it be- 
ing retain d in all its Exerciſe, only the Cir- 
dumſtance of the Repreſentative is alter d; 
which by Mr. Z—5's Rule muſt be com- 
mitted to the Parliament by their Confti- 
tuents, ſince (as he ſays) the C 
cannot limit or reftr 


) the Conftiruens 
tin bis Repreſemative, . 
but hands him all the Power he himſelf en- 
Joys. Page 62. 


I I 


Promis'd in my laft ſome Account of the 
burning the Articles of the Union at 
Bumfre in Scotland——— The People, 
that did it, are not chieſly of the Town, 
but of the Country round The firft 
Repreſentation to the publick was, that 
they were 7000 Men well arm'd, but they 
that knew the Country, knew, that Part of 
the Story could not de true z to come off 
of that, therefore the Party ſpread about, 
that they were but 5oo that came into the 
Town, but ooo were in Arms on the Hills 
to have ſeconded them, a Story equally 
improbabre, | 

That the Articles were burn'd, is not diſ- 
puted, and that a confuſed Rabble of Peo- 
ple attended the Ceremony, I make no 
doubt of z and as I have it from the beſt 
Reports I can meet with, about 120 Men in 
Arms came into the Towa to defend them. 

When they had done this, they fix d up 
2 Proteſtation, lignifying, that they had no 
Defign again Her Majefty, England, or 
any Eng liſt-man, nor againft the Parlia- 
ment, as aQing for the Imereft, Safety and 
Soveraignty of the Nation A ſure 


M1sSCELLANEA. 


Mark of the Poiſon of that abſurd Notion 
of refigning their Imereſt, and Jove · 


raignty to the En the . 

1 reſt is = — againſt 
their own Treaters for betraying their 
Country, and iofifts upon the Nation be 


—— againft the Union, fignified 
— — es, and at laſt declare 2 
rliaments ing, which 
was, as it roma age 2 Edinburgl 
the common Hangman. 
t this Tumult 


However for the 
ended, they perform'd what they came for, 
and went about theic Buſineſs. 

To revive this Flame, a few Days after, 
Letters were ſent about among them to in- 
vite them to meet their Friends of Glaſgow, 
Laxerk, Sterling, and other Places at Hani 
ton Moor, in order to ge to Edi and 
raiſe che Parliament; for that they (the 
Parliament) went on with ſuch Precipita- 

jon, that if they (the Gentlemen Mob) did 
not ſoon interrupt them, the Union would - 
be concluded, and the Nation ruin'd— 

This was a remarkable 5 05 for I dave 
been told, how true it is I will not affirm, 


